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Nebraska , a nd i t ' s b e e n g e ne r a t i n g e l ec t r i c i t y fo r th e c us t ome r ,
NPPD customer, s ince 1974. It 's actually the largest single
power plant in Nebraska, and a ma jor employer in southeast
Nebraska. You know, it employs 700 people, and they' re good
paying jobs, and they, obviously, are valuable to the economy of
the state of Nebraska, with the kind of payout they have down
there. The only purposes, as Senator Schrock indicated to you,
o f t h i s b i l l , i s t o make su r e , i f t hey dec i de t o hi r e a
management company...and by the way, this management company
that is looking at perhaps taking over the management manages
s ix ot h er nuc l e a r p l an t s a r o und t h e c o u n t r y , a n d t he i r r at i ng s
i n t h ose p l a n t s a r e a l l num ber o ne , I t hi nk o n e o r so o f t hem
may be number two, while Cooper is down at the bottom of the
l i s t . And t h e y h a v e g i v e n , a t l ea s t i n m y j ud gment , a n d I t h i nk
many other s ' , so me c e r t a i n t y t h a t t he y c a n b r i n g t he r at i ng of
that plant u p to where there won't be this concern that's been
g oing o n . No w, t h ey h av e i n d i c a t e d , i f y o u r e ad t he a r t i c l e i n
the paper, there's no actual safety problem, it's just bad
management. The cost of producing current down there at t he
present time is more than other power plants, and that goes back
again , I s u sp e c t , t o man a g ement . And i t ' s t h e a t t i t u d e o f . . . t he
b oard o f d i r ec t o r s o f t h e p owe r o f t h e d i st r i c t a r e . . .b y t he
way, support this idea, because they think they can improve the
management s k i l l s , b e c au s e t h i s c om p an y h a s l o t s o f e x pe r t i se i n
running nuclear power plants. And I suspect that's what we need
down at Cooper i n o r d e r t o ke e p i t p r ov i d i n g e l e c t r i c i t y f or t he
customers in this state. As Senator Schrock said, this bill is
simply necessary because there's some uncertainty, certainly,
with the management c ompanies that are looking at taking over
management, as to whether in fact they can do it or not. Now ,
it appears they probably could, but they want to make sure the
law is clear and there's no uncertainty about indemnification
for people who run this. There again, and Senator Schrock
b rough t t h i s ou t , NPP D i s st i l l r e sp o n s i b l e f o r an y t h i n g t ha t
happens with this power plant. It's not going to be turned over
t o somebody ou t s i d e o f t hi s s t at e . But i t i s go i ng t o a l l ow t he
plant t o co n t i n u e t o ope r a t e an d t o be c o me more e f f i c i ent , an d I
guess that's what we' re all about. I would hope that you would
advance t h i s b i l l , a n d g i v e a c ha n c e f o r t h i s powe r p l an t t o b e
more efficiently operated and keep producing power for the
c i t i ze n s o f Neb r a sk a . So i t ' s my p l e d g e t o y o u t h a t t h i s i s t h e
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